I2                                The Boy I Left Behind Me

used to say he'd judge his visitors by the name. "If
they like the name Old Brewery Bay, they're all right.
They can have everything on the place. I have known
that name, the Old Brewery Bay, to make people feel
thirsty by correspondence as far away as Nevada."
The house was large and comfortable with a wide-swept
lawn to the lake. Two large furnaces made it habit-
able in winter. With the war and the consequent short-
age of domestic help and the difficulty in effecting repairs
the place has begun to grow shabby. But Uncle Stephen
seemed hardly to notice. He reminded me to some
small degree of old E. P. Leacock, whom he describes
in one of the best sketches he ever wrote, " My Remark-
able Uncle.5' Not that he was the likeable humbug
that E. P. was, but he always saw the best in things
about him and not the worst, the possibility of what
they might be and not what they really were. He
would direct us, full of kind welcome, to the cc west
wing " bedrooms when I arrived for the summer vaca-
tion with my husband and little girl. The room faced
die west, yes, but there were no screens and there wasn't
a stopper to the bath. And it really did not matter.

Life in Orillia was all confined within the bounds of
the Old Brewery Bay except for an occasional trip to a
trout stream, or a fishing trip in his old sailing boat.
Uncle Stephen wrote many charming stories about
fishing, and since I know nothing about it myself, I leave
that part out* His enthusiasm infected people who had
never liked fishing before. I think he enjoyed a fishing
companion who didn't know too much, because then
he had the fun of showing how it was done. Great
preparations had to be made for these trips. Everything
else stopped in the routine of farm and house while
someone packed the lunch, someone else bicycled to
town for worms, and another person fixed the boat.
There were trappings and devices on that boat that
were unique in sailing annals, devised by Uncle Stephen
to make life aboard it as easy and leisurely as possible.